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Fourier's Statistical Tables. By A. De Morgan, Esq. 

IT is stated in the notes to Cousin's éloge, and has been repeated, 
that Fourier was placed at the head of a bureau de statistique by the 
prefect of the Seine, the Comte de Chabrol. But there is hardly 
any authentication. Anything done in the subject by Joseph 
Fourier, the most powerful working member of the Egyptian 
commission, the originator of mathematical results of the first 
order of genius, novelty, and utility, and an experienced public 
man, must be worthy of attention. But so little is his statistical 
career known, that the Biographie Universelle (Michaud, 1856) 
only ventures its mention of the connexion of Fourier with the 
volumes presently described as suivant plusieurs personnes bien 
instruits. 

The facts are as follows. After the restoration of 1815, Fourier 
was of course not in good odour. The king refused him admission 
to the Academy of Sciences; and he was left to the income of a 
French savant who is disowned by the ruling powers, which in 
England we express as a ' midshipman's half-pay/ The Comte de 
Chabrol, who had been prefect of the next department to that 
which Fourier held, privately instituted a board of statistics for 
the prefecture of the Seine, to which department he had been 
removed, and placed Fourier at the head. But his name was not 
published; it does not appear in any part of the four volumes 
issued under his superintendence. It may almost be suspected 
that the prefect had obtained permission to employ Fourier in this 
way, on condition of strict privacy : and the more because a few 
years after 1815 the refusal to allow him to be a member of the 
Institute was withdrawn. Fourier hardly deserved any special 
disapprobation from the Bourbons. He tried to evade seeing 
Napoleon on the voyage from Elba, but did not succeed. He 
accepted a prefecture under his old friend and sovereign, which he 
resigned on being required to make extensive arrests among the 
legitimists. But he was actually prefect of Grenoble when Napo- 
leon passed through the place ; and this seems to have been the 
circumstance on which his treatment turned. 

The volumes issued by Fourier are almost unknown, and are 
exceedingly scarce. An accurate description may tend to preserve 
them from oblivion, by preventing their anonymous character from 
causing them to become waste waper. My copies were given to 
me by my friend Mr. Libri, to whom they were given by Fourier 
himself, and acknowledged as his own. 
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There is one octavo volume, and three quarto volumes, as 
follows. 

Octavo, 1821. Recherches statisques sur la ville de Paris et le départe- 
ment de la Seine, recueil de tableaux dressés et réunis d'après les 
ordres de M. le Comte de Chabrol, conseiller d'état, préfet du 
département, Paris . . . . C. Ballard, imprimeur du roi. 

Quarto, 1823. Recherches. . . .département [as above]. A Paris. 
De L'Imprimerie Royale. 

Quarto, 1826. (As above.) 
Quarto, 1 829. (As above.) 

No account of the varied contents of these volumes could be 
given in any permissible space : population, mortality, meteorology, 
health, supply and consumption, &c. &c, are the subject-matter 
of the tables. There are papers on the formation of population 
and life tables, and on the value of the mean of observations. The 
mathematical treatment amounts only to statement of results ; but 
all is done with the compact elegance of Fourier's mathematical 
style. I give one table, representing the population of Paris in 
1817, with distinction of the sexes and their condition as to mar- 
riage. This table, as representing the results of the long war and 
the sweeping conscriptions, will be of special value even now. 

[Paris, 1817.] 

Males. Females. 
 Total both 

A8es- 
 

Sexes. 
Married. Single. Widowers Total. Married. Single. Widows. Total. 

0-5 . . 22,656 . . 22,656 . . 22,909 . . 22,909 45,565 
5-10 . . 20,806 . . 20,806 . . 22,544 . . 22,544 43,350 

10-15 22,995 . . 22,995 65 24,308 . . 24,373 47,368 
15-20 380 32,229 12 32,621 2,796 32,884 44 35,724 68,345 
20-25 4,784 21,740 58 26,582 12,099 24,274 362 36,735 63,317 
25-30 12,509 14,287 223 27,019 18,949 15,783 1,225 35,957 62,976 
30-40 33,456 13,506 1,041 48,003 36,988 15,419 5,743 58,150 106,153 
40-50 30,094 6,298 2,180 38,572 30,242 7,426 9,754 47,422 85,994 
50-60 26,791 4,375 3,686 34,852 18,321 4,781 11,476 34,578 69,430 
60-70 16,254 2,788 4,001- 23,043 8,413 3,228 11,446 23,087 46,130 
70-80 3,8.90 986 2,141 7,017 1,619 1,343 5,768 8,730 15,747 
80-90 420 169 449 1,038 102 296 1,226 1,624 2,662 
90-100 10 8 24 42 2 14 75 91 133 

100- 1 .. 1 1 1 2 
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